
 

 

THIRD 
GRADE 

 

Weeks of: 

APRIL 13TH & APRIL 20TH 
WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

To Students, Parents and Guardians: 
Week 5 and 6 Packets will be mailed 

out the week of April 27th 
Week 7 and 8 Packets will be mailed 

out the week of May 11th. 



 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 60 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 
Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  
One Sentence Story:   

One person starts the 
story with one sentence, 
then each member adds 

one sentence when it 
is their turn.  

Plan an indoor or outdoor 
family picnic.  

Discuss where you notice 
in your body that 

you are feeling nervous. 
Discuss 2 ways 

you will address that feeling. 
 Such has taking deep 
breathes and talking 

to parent. 

Help with yardwork.  

Take a nature hike. 

Mindful Minute: Take 3 
deep breathes and focus on 

the sounds in the room.  

Watch a YouTube video on 
mindfulness with Mind Yeti.

Read a book together.  

 

Do a family workout together 
(run in place, jumping 
jacks etc.) Need help. 
Search for P.E. for Joe 

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision.  
 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 
Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 
contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 
by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 
MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 
For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 



Weekly Supports for Diverse Learners 

ELA K‐5 

General Accommodations: 

 Break assignments into chunks of learning.  Tackle a little at a time.  

 Clarify or reword directions for understanding. 

 Highlight directions.  

 Provide a dictionary to assist with spelling or have the child sound out the words. 

 Provide a quiet place to work without distractions. 

 Provide extra time to finish assignments. 

 Read or assist your child in reading text such as passages, questions, and answer choices. 
 Read the text to your child a couple of times then read the text with your child.   
 Read to your child stopping for them to read words they can independently. 
 Allow your child to answer comprehension questions in many different ways such as orally, drawing 

a picture or acting out the story showing understanding.  
 Read the same text multiple times throughout the week. 
 Scribe written responses for your child. 

 Work with your child one on one. 

 Provide fewer answer options for multiple choice questions (e.g., 3 answer options instead of 

4). 

 
 

Aa   Bb   Cc   Dd   Ee   Ff   Gg   Hh   Ii   Jj   Kk    Ll   Mm   Nn   Oo   Pp   Qq   Rr   Ss   
 
Tt   Uu   Vv   Ww   Xx   Yy   Zz 

*Use this alphabet chart to assist with letter recall and recognition when students are required to write 

written responses.   

 

*Grades K‐5 can use the below sight word dictionary provided to assist with word recall and recognition 

when students are required to write written responses. 

Journeys Kindergarten High Frequency Words 

Aa Bb Dd for  he  is  Mm Oo over see  that  to  was  Yy 
a  be  day  from  help  Jj make  of  Pp she  the  too  we  you 

all  but  do  Gg her  just  me  off  play  show  their  Uu went  your 

and  by  down  give  here  Ll my  on  put  so  them  up  what   

are  Cc Ee go  how  like  Nn one  Ss some  then  Vv when   

ask  came  every  good  Ii little  new  only  said  soon  there  very  where   

ate  come  Ff Hh I look  now our  saw  Tt they  Ww will   

away  could  find  have  into     out say  take  this  walk  with   

 



Journeys First Grade High Frequency Words 

Aa bird  covers  few  he  long  off  Ss teacher  warm 
above  blue  cried  field  head  look  old  said  their  was 

about  both  Dd find  hear  loudly  once  school  there  wash 

across  boy  different  first  heard  loved  one  second  these  watch 

after  bring  do  five  help  Mm only  seven  they  water 

again  begins  does  fly  her  make  open  shall  think  were 

all  bird  done  follow  here  many  or  she  those  what 

almost  blue  don’t  food  high  maybe  our  should  thought  where 

along  both  door  for  hold  me  out  show  three  who 

always  boy  down  four  house  minute  over  sing  today  why 

and  bring  draw  friend  how  more  own  small  together  window 

animal  brothers  Ee friendship  Ii most  Pp soil  too  with 

around  brown  earth  full  Idea  mother  paper  some  took  work 

away  buy  eat  funny  into  my  party  sometimes  toward  world 

Bb by  eight  Gg Kk myself  people  soon  try  would 

baby  Cc enough  give  kind  Nn pictures  sorry  two  write 

ball  call  even  goes  know  near  play  starts  Uu Yy 
be  car  every  good  Ll never  please  stories  under  years 

bear  carry  everyone  great  large  new  pull  story  until  yellow 

beautiful  caught  eyes  green  laugh  night  pushed  studied  use  you 

because  city  Ff ground  learning  noise  put  sure  Vv young 

been  cold  fall  grow  light  nothing  Rr surprised  very  your 

before  come  family  Hh listen  now  read  Tt Ww  

began  could  far  happy  little  Oo ready  take  walk   

begins  country  father  have  live  of  right  talk  want   

Journeys Second Grade High Frequency Words 

Aa behind  didn’t  floor  hello  loved  Pp  should  talk  water 
above  being  different  flower  help  Mm  paper sing  tall  what’s 

across  better  doing  follow  high  maybe  part  sky  teacher while 

afraid  bird  door  food  hold might  party  slowly  though  why 

against  book  Ee  found  horse  mind  people  someone  thought  window 

ago  boy  earth  friends  house  money pictures  something  through  without 

air  brothers  else  from  hundred morning  places  sometimes  told  woman 

almost  Cc  enough front  Ii most  pushed  sorry  tomorrow  won’t 

alone  called  even  Gg I’ll  mother  Rr sound  took  words 

along  car  ever  girl  I’ve  more  ready  started  toward  world 

also  care  every  gone  idea  move  really  starts  town  write 

animals  cheer  everyone  great  Kk  Nn  remember  stood  turned  Yy 
another  children  everything  ground  kept  near  river  store  Uu  years 
anything  city eye  Hh  knew  never  room  stories  until  young 

Bb comes  Ff happened  Ll next  Ss  story  Vv   

baby  coming  falling  happy  large night  says  studied  voice   

ball  cried  family  hard  learn  nothing  school  sure  Ww   

bear  Dd  father  head  learning  Oo  second  surprised  walked   

began  dark  few  hear  leaves  other  she  Tt  warm   

begins  dear  field  heard  lived  outside  sheep  table  watch   
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Background When people hike and camp, they often leave  
behind trash such as bottles and wrappers. It’s a big problem for  
the environment.  

Setting a Purpose Read this play to find out how a group of 
kids make Earth a cleaner place. 

Readers’ Theater 

The Big Cleanup 
by Kate McGovern 

1  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 

•  Circle the names of the characters listed in the Cast of Characters.  

•  Underline the words that tell where the play takes place. 

Cast of Characters 

Scott, leader of the “Clean Trails” team 
Talia, a team member 
Ricky, a team member 

(A special team is preparing to clear garbage from Sunshine  
Point Park.) 
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2  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 

•  Circle the words Talia speaks in this part of the play.  

•  Underline the words that tell where the characters go. 

Scott: Many people love to hike and camp in these hills.  
Some of them leave trash behind. We’re going to help clean  
up! Does everyone have his or her equipment? 

Talia: (holding up her trash bags) I do. These bags are for  
carrying down trash. 

Ricky: These hiking boots will make it easier for us to climb  
the hills.  

(They arrive at a messy campsite.) 

campsite: 

Scott: (looking around and frowning) Many hikers stopped  
here to rest as they approached the next hill. They left  
bottles, food containers, and even a tent! 

approached: 

3 Reread and Discuss Reread the page. What do readers learn about  
the cleanup from this part of the play? Cite text evidence in your discussion. 

SHORT RESPONSE 
Cite Text Evidence Stage directions appear in parentheses after two of the  

characters’ names. How are these stage directions useful for readers? How are  
they useful for actors in a play? Cite details from the text in your response. 
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4  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 

•  Circle the stage directions in this part of the play.  

•  Underline a reason people should not leave trash in nature. 

Ricky: People shouldn’t treat the outdoors like a garbage  
dump! Nature is for everyone to enjoy. 

Talia: Let’s pick up this mess! When spring comes and  
the snow melts, we don’t want trash to wash into the river. 

Scott: (waving them onward ) Let’s go! This is the last  
section to climb.  

onward: 

5 Reread Reread the page. Why is it important for the kids to pick up the  
trash before spring? Cite text evidence in your response. 
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6  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 
Underline the words Ricky speaks in this part of the play. 

Talia:  This section is a lot trickier to climb in the  
winter. I’m glad the park ranger thought of adding  
this rope! 

Scott: When we get to the top, we’ll stop to rest. It’s  
a clear day, so we should be able to see town from up  
there. 

Ricky:  I can’t wait for a break. Let us remember to  
take our snack wrappers back down with us. 

Scott: Yes! If we all do our part, Sunshine Point can  
stay clean for a long time. 

7 Reread and Discuss Reread the page. Why do you think there are no  
stage directions in this part of the play? Cite text evidence in your discussion. 

SHORT RESPONSE 
Cite Text Evidence When Scott says, “If we all do our part,” what is he  

talking about? Cite evidence in your response.  
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How Hot Is It?  
It’s summer in the city.  The sun is high in 

the sky.  The temperature is over 100 degrees.  
You can see hot air shimmering over the parked 
cars.  The sidewalk burns under your feet.  
Sweat is gliding down your face.  It’s just too 
hot to play!  

How will you beat the heat?  Maybe you’ll 
stay indoors, cooled by air conditioners.  Maybe 
you’ll jump in a swimming pool.

In the world’s hottest places, people 
have learned to beat the heat without air 
conditioners or pools. 



       
         
   

�
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The Body and Heat 
Our bodies get rid of heat 

by getting rid of water.  When 
you are overheated, sweat 
pours out of your skin.  Sweat 
is made of water.  The water 
in the sweat evaporates.  That 
means the heat changes it to a 
steam-like vapor.  The vapor 
floats into the air, pulling heat 
away from your body.  It keeps 
you cool.

Sometimes the air outside 
is humid.  That means it 
already has lots of water vapor 
in it.  Then sweat stays on 
your skin.  You feel hot and 
sticky because your sweat isn’t 
cooling you off.  When that 
happens, you need to drink 
a lot of water and find a cool 
spot.  Otherwise, you could 
become ill.



Humid airHumid air Dry air
Water vapor

Water
vapor

5

Dry heat is also dangerous.  In dry, hot air, 
sweat evaporates quickly.  You have to be sure to 
drink water to put back all the water you lose from 
sweating.  Without enough water, you might die.

A hot region of the world may be humid, or 
it may be dry.  In either case, the people who live 
there have to avoid becoming overheated.  

6

Hot and Humid Places
The equator is an imaginary line around 

the center of Earth.  North and south of the 
equator lie regions called the tropics.  Most 
parts of the tropics are warm all year.  During 
some seasons, they get lots of rain.  This gives 
the tropics their hot and humid climate.  

Cool Clothing 

People in the tropics dress in light,
loose-fitting clothing.  Loose clothing lets air 
move around the body.  That makes people feel 
more comfortable in the heat.  People also wear 
clothing made from cotton or linen.  Air passes 
more easily through these materials.  

People in tropical regions often wear 
white clothing, too.  White clothing keeps 
their bodies cooler than dark clothing.  That 
is because sunlight bounces off white surfaces.  
Heat doesn’t bounce off dark colors as well.  

Tropics



�

Rainforest dwellerIndian sari

Indonesian sarong Asian rice farmer
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Breezy Buildings 
Buildings can also keep people cool in hot 

regions.  Tropical rainforests have long, hot, rainy 
seasons.  People living there build their homes 
with wood and grasses.  They often don’t put up 
solid walls.  With the sides of their houses open, 
there is a constant breeze when the wind blows.  
This cools the people inside.  

A rainforest house in Honduras, Central America
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The Philippines is an island country with 
a hot, tropical climate.  Many farmers in the 
Philippines live in shelters called nipa huts.  
These are simple bamboo and wood shelters 
covered with palm leaves, called nipa.  Breezes 
pass through the walls, and the nipa roof provides 
shade from the hot sun. A village in this country 
is a collection of many nipa huts.

Traditional nipa hut in the Philippines

10

Hot and Dry  Places
Deserts are lands where little rain falls.  Some 

deserts are cold, and some are hot.  In hot deserts, 
daytime summer temperatures can soar above 
100 degrees Fahrenheit.  How do people live in 
this brutal wilderness?  They do it by protecting 
themselves from dry heat.  

Desert Dress 

In hot deserts, people 
must protect their skin.  
The sun can burn the 
skin, and blowing sand 
can whip it raw.  Desert 
people do something that 
might seem unexpected.  
Instead of wearing fewer 
clothes, like people in 
other hot climates, they 
wear more clothes.  They 
may put on many layers
of loose, light clothing.
They also wrap their heads
in long cloths, called turbans.

Saudi men in 
traditional white 
summer clothing
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Tuareg man in traditional robe, 
trousers, and turban
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Desert Homes 
One way to stay cool in the desert is to live 

underground.  There, people are safe from the 
burning sun and harsh winds.  Long ago, the 
Berber people of North Africa began carving their 
homes out of rock.  All the rooms opened into one 
big room in the center, called a courtyard.  The 
courtyards were dug deep into the cool earth.  

Berber village in Tunisia
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Traditional desert homes often have small 
windows.  This keeps the burning sunlight out.  
Thick walls of sun-baked brick keep out the heat 
of the day.  The outside walls are often white or 
some other light color.  This bounces the sun’s 
heat back into the air.   

White buildings in Libya

14

Hottest, Driest, Lowest...Toughest?  
Death Valley lies mostly in California.  It is 

the lowest land in North America.  It is also the 
driest and the hottest.  Temperatures rise above 
120 degrees.

Death Valley seems like an odd place to hold 
a footrace.  Yet every summer, runners race across 
Death Valley.  They drink gallons of water and are 
watched by doctors.  Still, most runners give up.  

Sometimes, you just can’t beat the heat!

The race across Death Valley covers 135 miles!
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Responding
TARGET SKILL   Main Idea and Details   

Certain clothing helps people stay cool in 
hot, humid places. Copy and complete the 
chart below by adding two details that 
support this main idea.

Main Idea Light, loose-fitting clothing 
helps people stay cool.

Detail
?

Detail
?

Text to World  Write a paragraph to the 
people in your town persuading them not 
to exercise when the temperature gets very 
hot.  Some people might object to this idea.  
Include answers to these objections.

Write About It

16

climate
colony
constant
gliding 
layers

overheated
region 
shelters
unexpected
wilderness

TARGET VOCABULARY

TARGET SKILL   Main Ideas and Details  Tell 
important ideas and details about a topic.

TARGET STRATEGY   Infer/Predict  Use clues to 
figure out more about the selection.

GENRE  Informational text gives factual 
information about a topic.
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Background Folktales are stories that have been told for a long  
time. They often tell how something in nature came to be. They may  
include a moral, or lesson, too. 

Setting a Purpose Read the text to learn what happens when two 
animals have a race to win a big prize. 

Paca and the Beetle 

A FOLKTALE FROM BRAZIL 

1  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 

•  Circle the names of the three animals in the tale.  

•  Underline the sentence that tells what the winner of the race  
will get as a prize. 

A beautiful red, blue, gold, and green macaw watched a brown beetle 
as it crawled across the jungle floor. 

“Where are you going, my friend?” Macaw called out. 
“I am going to the sea.” 

Just then, a paca skittered by. 

“You?” Paca laughed. “You’re so slow it will take you a hundred years!”  
Macaw looked down. “You shouldn’t brag, Paca. Why don’t you race him?  
I’ll give a new coat to whoever first reaches the big tree beside the river.”  
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2  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 

•  Circle the words that tell about the photo.  

•  Underline a sentence that shows Paca is sure he will win the  
race, even before the race starts. 

Paca laughed harder. 

“This is no race!” he giggled. “You may as well give  
me the yellow coat and black spots of a jaguar right now!” 

jaguar: 

“I will race,” Beetle said. “If I win, I would like a coat  
like yours, Macaw.” 

Paca dashed away. Then he thought, “Why should I  
hurry? I am so much faster than slow Beetle. I can take  
my time.” He smiled, thinking of the fine new coat he  
would soon wear. 

dashed: 

Scarlet macaws are found  
throughout South America. These  
spectacular birds are about three  
feet long from head to tail. 

3 Reread and Discuss Reread the page and look at the photo.  
Why is it useful to see a photo of a scarlet macaw? How does it help  
you understand the story? Cite text evidence in your discussion. 

SHORT RESPONSE 
Cite Text Evidence Why does Paca decide to take his time after the start of the  

race? What does this tell you about him? Cite details from the text.  
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4  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 

•  Circle the words that tell the name of the beetle in the photo. 

•  Underline words that tell how Beetle is different from Paca. 

When Paca neared the tree, however, he was  
amazed to see Beetle on a branch waiting for him. 

Paca gasped. “How did you get here?” he  
demanded. 

gasped: 

demanded: 

“I flew,” Beetle answered with a smile. 
“You have wings?” Paca asked. 

Macaw answered. “Beetle doesn’t brag about  
his wings, but he can use them when he needs to.  
Beetle is the winner.” 

The Ceiba borer, or “living jewel” 
of Brazil, is one of the world’s most  
beautiful insects. People use the  
wing covers of its shell in jewelry. 

5 Reread Reread the page. Why is it important that Beetle didn’t brag about  
his wings? Cite text evidence in your response.  
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6  Read As you read, look for text evidence. 

•  Circle the words that tell where the spotted paca in the  
photo lives.  

•  Underline words that give a clue about Paca’s mood at the  
end of the race. 

Paca hung his head and slunk away, still wearing  
the brown coat with white spots he had always had.  
Then Macaw smiled at Beetle, and Beetle’s hard  
back began to shine with the colors of Macaw’s  
feathers. The beetle’s shell has gleamed with 
a rainbow of colors ever since. 

gleamed: 

The spotted paca lives in the  
jungles of Brazil. It weighs between  
twelve and twenty-five pounds and  
is the world’s second-largest rodent. 

7 Reread and Discuss Reread the page. What happens when Macaw  
smiles at Beetle? Why? Cite text evidence in your discussion. 

SHORT RESPONSE 
Cite Text Evidence What do you think is the moral, or lesson, of this story? Cite  

text evidence in your response.  
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After breakfast, Mama said, “Today is wash 
day.  Henry and Hattie, you can go to fetch water 
from the stream to fill the tub.  Then I’ll boil the 
water and do the laundry.”

“Can I help fetch water?” asked Will.
“You need to be strong to carry the buckets,” 

said Henry.  



3

“I am strong!” said Will, and he raced outside. 
Moments later, he clattered up the porch steps, 
dragging the buckets behind him. “See!  I can 
carry the buckets. I can help,” he said.

Mama said, “You can help Elsie gather eggs 
from the hens.  Then you can help her weed the 
garden.”

“I don’t want to help Elsie!” said Will.  “I want 
to go to the stream!”

“Hush,” said Mama.  “We all have chores to 
do, so let’s get to work.”

4

After two trips to and from the stream, Henry 
thought the buckets felt as heavy as lead.  Their 
rough rope handles dug into the palms of his 
hands.  Henry smiled as he emptied the water into 
the washtub.  He said, “At last we’ve filled the 
tub!”

Hattie said, “True, but after Mama washes the 
clothes, we’ll need to go and fetch more water so 
she can rinse them.”



5

Henry groaned. Just then, Will and Elsie raced 
into the house.  “Elsie says I don’t know how to 
help!” cried Will.

“It’s true,” said Elsie.  “First, we gathered 
eggs.  Will grabbed one.  It broke and made a 
mess.  Then he pulled up baby carrots, turnips, 
and potatoes instead of weeds.  Will is too young 
to tell a vegetable from a weed!”

“I am not too young!” exclaimed Will.  He 
thumped his bare foot angrily against a table leg.

Mama said, “You need a different chore, Will. 
If you promise to obey Henry, the two of you can 
look for wild grapes.  If they are ripe, you can pick 
some so I can make jelly.”

6

Will smiled.  Mama told Henry, “Have fun, 
but remember that Will is your responsibility. 
Keep an eye on him, and make sure he stays safe.”

Henry couldn’t believe his luck.  Picking 
grapes was much better than hauling water, even 
if he did have to watch Will.

“Where are the wild grapes?” asked Will, 
trotting next to Henry on a narrow dirt path.  “The 
only things I see are prairie grasses, clouds, sky, 
and birds.”  
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“I will give you a clue,” said Henry. 
“Sometimes grape vines grow near water.”

“I know where we are going!” said Will, 
clapping his hands excitedly.  “We are going to the 
stream!  After we pick grapes, can we play in the 
water?” 

“No, we are not going to play in the water.  We 
are going to pick grapes for Mama,” said Henry.

8

Will batted the tall prairie grasses with his 
basket.  “I want to pick grapes and play in the 
water,” said Will, stubbornly.

“Mama said you should obey me,” said Henry. 
“Besides, big boys do as they are told.”

Will and Henry walked without speaking for 
several minutes.  The only sound was the rustle of 
the grasses as Will swatted them with his basket.
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Then Henry said, “Will, sniff the air and tell 
me what you smell.”

Will wrinkled his nose and sniffed.  “I smell 
grapes!” he said.

A moment later, the path dipped down a 
slope to a narrow stream.  A few trees grew near 
the water.  A grapevine curled around one of the 
trunks.  Will’s eyes opened wide with delight. 
“Now I see grapes!” he cried.

10

The grapes looked like bunches of dark blue 
beads.  Will grabbed a plump cluster of grapes. 
Sweet, sticky juice burst from the grapes and 
turned his hand purple.  Will pushed the grapes 
into his mouth, and juice dribbled down his chin.

Henry laughed, “Your face is slick with grape 
juice.  You look like a giant purple grape!  Don’t 
eat all the grapes.  We’re supposed to bring some 
home for Mama.”



11

As Will picked and ate grapes, Henry began to 
fill his basket.  High above his head hung a huge 
bunch of grapes, bees buzzing around it.  Henry 
stood on his tiptoes, stretched out his hand, and 
jumped.

“Look at this!” said Henry proudly.  He held 
the grapes up and turned to show them to Will, 
but Will was nowhere to be seen.

12

Henry dropped the grapes into his basket and 
walked around the trees.  He called Will’s name, 
but Will did not come.

What if Will had decided to play in the water? 
What if he had slipped and fallen?  Will might 
drown!  Henry would have to rescue Will before 
that happened!  Henry raced along the stream, 
shouting for Will and staring at the water.



13

The grasses on the other side of the stream 
rustled.  Could a wolf have snatched Will?  What 
would Mama say if Henry came home without 
Will?  “Why, oh why, did I take my eyes off Will?” 
thought Henry as he searched for his brother.  “Will 
has disappeared, and I can’t find him by myself. 
I’ve no choice but to go home and get help.”

14

Henry jogged up the slope as fast as he could. 
Then he stopped suddenly and looked down. 
There was Will, fast asleep, curled up on a patch 
of grass. 

Henry had never felt so happy in all his life. 
He lifted Will into his arms and hugged him 
tightly.  “I’m not letting you out of my sight until 
we get home,” he said.



Text to Text  Think about another story you 
know about a family.  Write a paragraph 
telling about what happens in that story.

Write About It

Responding
TARGET SKILL   Story Structure  How 

do Will’s actions at the stream affect what 
happens in the story?  Copy and fill in the 
chart below.
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HMRLR_GO_StoryMap.eps 

Characters: Will, 
Henry, Hattie, Mama

Setting: the prairie

Plot Events: ?

batted
buzzing
clattered
fetch
prairie

rough
rustle
slick
sniff
thumped

 TARGET VOCABULARY

 TARGET SKILL   Story Structure  Name the 
setting, characters, and plot in a story.

 TARGET STRATEGY   Monitor/Clarify  As you 
read, find a way to clear up what doesn’t make 
sense to you.

GENRE  Historical Fiction is a story that takes 
place in a real period of history.
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Multiplication & Division Bump - B’zerk Style!

2s (Doubles) and 4s (Double and Double Again) 

Math:  Fluently multiply and divide—use and explain mental strategies 

Materials:  About 15 counters per player—each a different color of counter (semi-clear chips are best if they 

are available - otherwise one player use paperclips while the other player uses Cheerios, etc.); game board; cards 

Object of the Game:  Be the first one to “lock in” 5 numbers on the board 

The Player Gets to Decide Example 

* (draws a multiplication card) multiply the number
drawn by 2 and finds that product (answer) on the 
board 

Draws a 6, sees a 12 on the board so she states:        
“I’m going to multiply by 2. 6 x 2 = 12” and places her 
chip on the 12. 

* (draws a multiplication card) multiply the number
drawn by 4 and find that product (answer) on the 
board 

Draws an 8, sees a 32 on the board so he states:       
“I’m going to multiply by 4.  8 x 4 = 32” and places his 
chip on the 32. 

* (draws a division card) divides the number drawn
(dividend) by 2 and finds the quotient (answer) on the 
board  

Draws a 20, sees a 10 on the board so she states:         
“I’m going to divide by 2. 20 ÷ 2 = 10” and places her 
chip on the 10. 

* (draws a division card) divides the number drawn
(dividend) by 4 and finds the quotient (answer) on the 
board  

Draws a 24, sees a 6 on the board so he states:         
“I’m going to divide by 4. 24 ÷ 4 = 6” and places his 
chip on the 6. 

Directions: 
1. After cutting up the cards, mix them up and place them in one pile, face down.
2. A player draws a card.  He/She needs to look at the board and make a decision.

3. If the opponent’s chip or marker is already there, he/she gets to bump him/her off that spot and

claim it with his/her own chip.  If his/her OWN chip is already on that number, he/she gets to add 

another one to “lock it in place”.  Once a player has 2 of his/her own chips on a number, no one else 

can bump him/her off.   

4. The winner of the game is the first person to “lock in” 5 numbers on the board.

**If this game is challenging, offer your child items so he/she can “show” the multiplication or division:  6 x 4 = 26 
six groups of four 
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 Lesson 3 Problem Set NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 3 3 

1. Lonna buys 3 t-shirts for soccer practice for $8 each each.  What is the total amoound Lonna spends
on the t-shirts?

b. If Lonna hands the cashier 3 ten dollar bills, how much change will she receive?  Use a box for the
unknow.

Lesson 3: Multiply and divide with familiar facts using a letter to represent  
the unknown. 43 
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Draw a model (picture) to represent the problem.  Use a box for the unknown.  Solve.

c. Lonna looks at her change.  She sees some socks that would be perfect to wear with her cleats.
They are $4.00 a pair.  She needs two pair.  Can she buy two pair?  Why or why not? 
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 Lesson 3 Problem Set NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 3 3 

2. Miss Potts used a total of 28 cups of flour to bake some bread.  She used 4 cups of flour for each loaf
of bread.  How many loaves of bread did she bake?  Represent the problem with a model (picture)
and by using both a multiplication and division sentence and a box for the unknown in the equation.

3. Grace's grandpa has a ping pong table in his basement.  She loves playing ping pong with
him.  She wanted to surprise him with some new balls and a set of paddles.  The balls came
in sets of 6 for $3.00 a set.  The paddles were $9.00 for the pair.  She needed 18 balls and
and 1 set of paddles.  How much money did she spend?

Lesson 3: Multiply and divide with familiar facts using a letter to represent  
the unknown. 44 
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Draw dots or lines to represent the expressions.  Then write the equation and solve.  The first one has been partially 
completed for you.  Use the example above to help you finish it to show how the Double and Double Again strategy works.

2 x 6
This is two groups of six.
Sometimes we think of this as doubling a six.

2 x 6

Since four is twice as many as two, when multiplying by four it 
is two sets of the expression - which means we double the 
product (answer).

and      2 x 6

2 x 6 = 12 and 4 x 6 = 24

12 12and

This is why the strategy of multiplying by 4 is called              
Double and Double Again!

Knowing how to multiply by 2 also helps when you are learning how to multiply by 4.  

1. 2 x 8

This is two groups of ________________;

2 x _____

therefore, _____ sets of of the expression 2 x 8 means we 
double the product.

and      2 x _____

2 x 8 = _____ and 4 x 8= ________

16 and

This is why the strategy of multiplying by 4 is called              
Double and Double Again!

2. 2 x 7

This is two groups of _________________;

2 x _____

therefore, _____ sets of of the expression 2 x 7 means we 
double the product.

and      2 x _____

2 x ___ = _____ and 4 x 7= ________

and

4 
x 

6
4 

x 
8

4 
x 

7

45

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_US


3. 2 x 4

This is two groups of _________________;

2 x _____

therefore, _____ sets of of the expression 2 x 4 means we 
double the product.

and      2 x _____

2 x ___ = _____ and 4 x ____= _______

and

4. 2 x 9

This is two groups of _________________;

2 x _____

therefore, _____ sets of of the expression 2 x _____ means we 
double the product.

and      2 x _____

____ x ___ = _____ and ___ x ____= _____

and

5. 2 x _____

This is two groups of _________________;

______x _____

therefore, _____ sets of of the expression 2 x _____ means we 
double the product.

and  _____ x _____

____ x ___ = _____ and ___ x ____= _____

and

4 
x 

4
4 

x 
9

4 
x 
5
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 Lesson 3 Homework NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 3 3 

1. Pedro buys 4 books at the fair for $7 each.  What is the total amount Pedro spends?

Pedro hands the cashier 3 ten dollar bills.  How much change will he receive?  Write an equation to 
solve.  Use a box to represent the unknown.

2. On field day, the first-grade dash is 25 meters long.  The third-grade dash is four times the distance of
the first-grade dash.  How long is the third-grade dash?  Use a box to represent the unknown.

Lesson 3: Multiply and divide with familiar facts using a letter to represent  
the unknown. 47 
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3. Finish the patterns.

16 8 32 

4 16 32188 18

What do you notice?  Describe the relationship between these two patterns. ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Write your own multiplication or division word problem that offers an opportunity to work with "4".  Ask someone in 
your family to solve it.  Before they start, show them the work you did on earlier pages (using the Double and Double 
Again strategy).  Have their work below model this strategy, as well.  Check their work when they are done.  Provide 
this person feedback. :)
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Dragon Trap

Big Math Idea: Work toward multiplication and division fluency

Object of the Game: Answer division questions and be the person to close/capture & color the 

most boxes.  The person with the most boxes has trapped the dragon! 

Materials: game board, 1 different colored pencil or crayon per person

Rules: Be kind (use kind words, be a good sport) and try your very best

Directions:

1. If you have played the dots and boxes game before, this game is very similar. 

Players take turns connecting two dots by drawing lines.

2. Look at the game board (Game 1).  For now, disregard the math problems and 

just focus on the dots.  Each player takes a turn and draws a line from dot to dot.  Here is an 

example:

Player 1 is the thick, green line.  Player 2 is the thin, pink line.  Player 1 can now state and 

answer the expression in the box:  “7 divided by 7 equals 1”.  Player 2 lets Player 1 know if 

he/she did it correctly. Player 1 did answer the problem correctly so he/she can now shade in 

that box with his/her green crayon.  He/She has “trapped one dragon” by shutting the box and 

answering the problem correctly.

If Player 1 had answered it incorrectly, then Player 2 gets to trap the dragon and color the box 

in his/her color (pink).

3. Continue drawing lines, closing boxes and providing answers for the 

expressions in the boxes. 

4. Fill the entire board with lines - doing your very best to shut boxes and 

trap dragons.  The person with the most trapped dragons at the end of the 

game wins. 

**If solving the division problems mentally is too challenging, get out counters      

(beads, buttons, tiny marshmallows, etc.).  Start with the total and make equal groups. 

15  ÷ 5 = 3 





Dragon Trap

GAME 1

63 ÷ 7 49 ÷ 7 21 ÷ 7 56 ÷ 7

35 ÷ 7 7 ÷ 7 42 ÷ 7 28 ÷ 7

70 ÷ 7 14 ÷ 7 8 ÷ 8 80 ÷ 8

72 ÷ 8 24 ÷ 8 16 ÷ 8 40 ÷ 8

32 ÷ 8 48 ÷ 8 56 ÷ 8 36 ÷ 6

42 ÷ 6 18 ÷ 6 30 ÷ 6 24 ÷ 6

54 ÷ 6 12 ÷ 6 60 ÷ 6 27 ÷ 9

45 ÷ 9 18 ÷ 9 54 ÷ 9 90 ÷ 9



Dragon Trap

GAME 2

63 ÷ 7 49 ÷ 7 21 ÷ 7 56 ÷ 7

70 ÷ 7 14 ÷ 7 8 ÷ 8 80 ÷ 8

32 ÷ 8 48 ÷ 8 56 ÷ 8 36 ÷ 6

54 ÷ 6 12 ÷ 6 60 ÷ 6 27 ÷ 9

35 ÷ 7 7 ÷ 7 42 ÷ 7 28 ÷ 7

72 ÷ 8 24 ÷ 8 16 ÷ 8 40 ÷ 8

42 ÷ 6 18 ÷ 6 30 ÷ 6 24 ÷ 6

45 ÷ 9 18 ÷ 9 54 ÷ 9 90 ÷ 9



Answer Key

12 ÷ 6= 2

18 ÷ 6= 3

24 ÷ 6= 4

30 ÷ 6= 5

36 ÷ 6= 6

42 ÷ 6= 7

54 ÷ 6= 9

60 ÷ 6= 10

7 ÷ 7= 1

14 ÷ 7= 2

21 ÷ 7= 3

28 ÷ 7= 4

35 ÷ 7= 5

42 ÷ 7= 6

49 ÷ 7= 7

56 ÷ 7= 8

63 ÷ 7 = 9

70 ÷ 7= 10

8 ÷ 8= 1

16 ÷ 8= 2

24 ÷ 8= 3

32 ÷ 8= 4

40 ÷ 8= 5

48 ÷ 8=  6

56 ÷ 8= 7

72 ÷ 8= 9

80 ÷ 8= 10

18 ÷ 9= 2

27 ÷ 9= 3

45 ÷ 9= 5

54 ÷ 9= 6

90 ÷ 9= 10

→ 
Fold on the 

dotted line.

Keep this sheet folded 

in half.

Try your very best to 

check your partner’s 

answer without using 

this sheet, if possible.

Don’t forget - you know 

strategies to solve 

these problems!  This is 

a great time to put 

them to use! :)





Half then Double Strategy 

When working with problems that have an even 

factor (one of the numbers you are multiplying), you can use this strategy. 

Let’s use arrays to show how this strategy works. 

This array shows  7 x 6. 

Label this array with those dimensions. 

Color this array green (not too dark). 

Use the same array to divide the even number (6) 

into half.  Draw a dark line over the dotted line.    

Write the dimensions again now that the larger array 

has been split.   

You’ve now created two multiplication problems: 

(7 x 3) and (7 x 3).  Color the array on the left yellow and the array on the right blue. 

Your yellow array represents 7 x 3.  What is the product (answer)?  _________ 

Your blue array represents 7 x 3.  What is the product (answer)?     _________ 

What do you notice?  _____________________________________________________________ 

Since your original array (green one) was both parts (yellow and blue), we now need to double 

the amount of one array or just add the two parts together (yellow + blue). 

Yellow product (answer) _______ + Blue product (answer) _______ = _________  OR 

Just double the yellow product ___________ 

That is why 6 x 7 = ____________! 

Dear Parents—This strategy is a multiplication and division strategy.  It 
also helps with decomposition and the Distributive Property which is 
one of the multiplication properties learned in 3rd grade.  In the years to 
come, their 4th, 5th, middle school, and high school math teachers will 
thank them for having a deep understanding of this now :0).  Thanks for 
your ongoing support! 

If working through th3 first couple of problems is proving to be challenging for your child,
please give him her small items to count at your kitchen table and set up the problems up as 
arrays.  This will really help him/her understand how this strategy works.  

1



Let’s practice some more.  Remember—half the even number then double the product. 

This array shows  9 x 8. 

Label this array with those dimensions. 

Color this array green (not too dark). 

Now use the same array to divide the even number (8) in half.  Draw a  

dark line over the dotted line.  Write the dimensions again now that 

the larger array has been split.  Color the array on the left yellow and the 

array on the right blue.  

Write the equation for each array: 

Yellow ______________________  Blue ___________________________  

Add the products or double one of the products.  The result is ________; therefore, 9 x 8 =  _________. 

This array shows  6 x 8 . 

Label this array with those dimensions. 

Color this array green (not too dark). 

Notice!  You have two even factors.  You can choose which one you wish 

to divide in half (vertical or horizontal dark line).  Draw a dark line.   

Write the dimensions again now that the larger array has been split.   

Color one of the arrays yellow and the other array blue.  

Write the equation for each array: 

Yellow _______________________  Blue ___________________________  

Add the products or double one of the products.  The result is ________; therefore, 6  x  8 =       _________. 

= vertical      = horizontal 

2



1. 9 x 6 =  split the even number (6) in half and rewrite the equations

9 x 3 =  _______

9 x 3 =  _______

Either add the two products together or choose one to double.  9 x 6 = _________ 

2. 9 x 4 =  split the even number in half and rewrite the equations

9 x  ____ =  _______

9 x  ____=  _______

Either add the two products together or choose one to double.  9 x 4 = _________ 

3. 8 x 5 =  split the even number in half and rewrite the equations

5 x  ____ =  _______

5 x  ____=  _______

Either add the two products together or choose one to double.  8 x 5 = _________ 

4. 9 x 8 =  split the even number in half and rewrite the equations

____ x  ____ =  _______

____ x  ____=  _______

Either add the two products together or choose one to double.  9 x 8 = _________ 

5. 6 x 4 =  split either even number in half and rewrite the equations

____ x  ____ =  _______

____ x  ____=  _______

Either add the two products together or choose one to double.  6 x 4 = _________ 

If you need support with this, draw arrays here or 

use the attached grid paper: 

3
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 Lesson 4 Problem Set NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 3 3 

Mrs. Byrne’s class skip-counts by six for a group counting activity.  When she points up, they count up by
six, and when she points down, they count down by six.  The arrows show when she changes direction.

a. Fill in the blanks below to show the group counting answers.

 0, 6, _____, 18, _____ _____, 12  _____, 24, 30, _____  30, 24, _____  24, _____, 36, _____, 48 

b. Mrs. Byrne says the last number that the class counts is the product (answer) of 6 and another
number. Write a multiplication sentence and a division sentence to show she’s right.

6 × _______ = 48 48 ÷ 6 = _______ 

1. Count by six to fill in the blanks below.

6, _______, _______, _______ 

Complete the multiplication equation that 
represents the final number in your count-by. 

6 × _______ = ___24___ 

Complete the division equation that 
represents your count-by. 

_______ ÷ 6 = _______ 

2. Count by six to fill in the blanks below.

6, ______, ______, ______, ______, _____, _____ 

Complete the multiplication equation that  
represents the final number in your count-by. 

6 × _______ = _______ 

Complete the division equation that represents 
your count-by. 

_______ ÷ 6 = _______ 
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1.

8 × 6 = ______
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8 × 6 = ______

2.

If skip counting by sixes is challenging, consider getting out items to group 
and count.
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